
boats participating.  This year, 

we're hoping to get 30 deco-

rated boats participating with 

the theme of LOTW 30th 

Anniversary. Will you show 

your spirit and enter your boat 

to help celebrate this occasion 

with the association? 

On July 10, 2010, the Asso-

ciation will hold it’s annual 

meeting and picnic.  Special 

activities will be planned to 

help celebrate the anniver-

sary.   

If you have an ideas on how 

to help celebrate our 30th 

anniversary please e-mail 

Craig Morey at 
craig@themoreys.net  

Lake Association Celebrates 30th 
Anniversary 

The Lake of The Woods As-

sociation will celebrate its 

30th anniversary this year. In 

July of 1980, Warren Grosve-

nor, along with other home-

owners on the lake, formed 

what is now called the Lake 

of The Woods Improvement 

Association.   As defined by 

the By Laws of the Associa-

tion the purpose is to seek, 

provide, promote and perform 

such acts, functions and ser-

vices as will reasonable en-

hance and further the enjoy-

ment, safety, health, sanita-

tion and welfare of its mem-

bers by the protection of Lake 

of the Woods for its aesthetic 

and recreational values. 

Over the past 30 years the 

Association has seen only 4 

Presidents. 

 Warren Grosvenor 1980-

2000 

 Billy Satterfield 2001-

2003 

 Bill Kiss 2003-2005 

 Wayne Potter 2005-2010 

Over the years many things 

have changed.   

 We have gone from har-

vesting the weeds with a 

weed cutter to chemically 

treating the lake.  

 Creation of a website. 

 Developed a newsletter.  

Most recently receiving a 

new look and a name.  

 The Board has created a 

new logo for the Associa-

tion, which can be seen 

on the road signs around 

the lake 

One thing has remained the 

same.... a beautiful and clean 

lake still exists at Lake of The 

Woods, in part due to the ef-

forts of the Lake of The 

Woods Association. A big 

thank you to all of the past 

and present members and 

board members of the asso-

ciation for keeping our lake 

beautiful.   

We will be celebrating this 

occasion throughout the year. 

As an example, the theme for 

this year’s 4th of July Boat 

Parade will be around the 

Lake of The Woods Improve-

ment Association 30th Anni-

versary. Last year we had a 

great turnout for the 4th of 

July Boat Parade with 20 

Did you know: 

There are over 1,300 public 

boating access sites and over 

80 harbors and marinas 

throughout the State of 

Michigan administered by 

State, county, and local units 

of government. 

For more information visit 

http://www.mcgi.state.mi.us/

MRBIS/  where you can 

search for boating access 

sites by county, lake, river, 

or distance from a commu-

nity. 
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Do you want to volunteer to 

continue to keep the lake 

clean and beautiful? Simply 

contact a board member, we 

are always looking for fresh 

new ideas and a helping hand. 

Remember, the association is 

a group effort and without the 

help of a lot of people the lake 

would have been infested with 

weeds and possibly immov-

able.  

We need to continue to main-

tain the efforts made by the 

founders of the association.  

Consider volunteering. 

Volunteering 
Opportunities 

Original logo designed in 1981 



tember 2009 Lake Currents printed an 

article on the ordinance and it can be 

found on-line on the 

www.lakeofthewoodsmi.org.  More infor-

mation can be found at 

http://www.vbco.org/ website search 

County Drain Commissioner 

 I’ll look forward to seeing you at the 

picnic and best wishes for a great 2010. 

-Wayne 

My hope is that all are members will en-

joy a happy and health new year and that 

our lake continues to bring us many hours 

of 

pleasure in 2010.  

This year we will celebrate the 30th anni-

versary of the Lake of the Woods Im-

provement Association, Inc. A committee 

has been formed and is being headed up 

by Craig Morey.  The anniversary cele-

bration will take place at the annual pic-

nic. So let’s look forward to see what 

festivities Craig plans. 

With the help of the special assessment 

district our lake is cleaner then ever. The 

clasping pondweed and Eurasian water 

milfoil have been treated and are no 

longer a problem. The board will continue 

to monitor the lake with the help of 

Professional Lake Management.  Please 

remember that on January 1,2010 Van 

Buren County has adopted an ordinance 

that will require the use of Phosphorus 

free 

fertilizer. One pound of phosphorus can 

result in 750 pounds of algae. The Sep-

A letter from the President 
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The 2010 annual meeting in July will see 

the end of two current officer tenures.  

President Wayne Potter has announced 

that he will step down as president, and 

Roger Mattens is resigning as Secre-

tary/Treasurer.  Potter has one more year 

of his three-year term to serve on the 

Board, and Mattens will seek re-election 

to a general Board seat.  The Association 

thanks both individuals for their dedica-

tion to the welfare of Lake of the Woods 

and our organization. 

Both men have served as officers for five 

years.  Potter believes that it’s time for 

someone else to “step up to the plate” and 

provide fresh leadership ideas for the or-

ganization.  Mattens has family care-

giving responsibilities that are requiring 

more time, and he has less time to devote 

to lake association business.  Mattens has 

also shared with the Board that running 

the Association office from his non-

Decatur residence has inherent obstacles 

that could be overcome by a Secre-

tary/Treasurer who resides in the local 

Decatur area. 

Our By-Laws require that the Board of 

Directors select the officer positions.  

Therefore, members who are interested in 

running for either President or Secre-

tary/Treasurer must first declare them-

selves as a candidate for the Board at the 

annual meeting in July. 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS (as listed in 

Officer Vacancies 

the By-Laws of the Association) 

A. President - The President shall preside 

at all membership meetings and meetings 

of the Board of Directors. The President 

shall have the general control and man-

agement over all members of standing 

and special committees, subject to the 

approval by the majority vote of the 

Board of Directors. The President shall 

prepare all documents on behalf of the 

corporation  

B. Vice-President - The Vice-President 

shall perform all of the duties of the Presi-

dent in his absence, or in case of death, 

disability or resignation. The Vice-

President shall do and perform such other 

acts as the President or Board of Directors 

may authorize.  

C. Secretary - The Secretary of the corpo-

ration shall keep the minutes of all meet-

ings of the members and Board of Direc-

tors in books provided for that purpose 

and shall attend to the giving of all no-

tices of the corporation and the execution 

with the President or Vice-President, in 

the name of the corporation, of all con-

tracts authorized by the Board of Direc-

tors. The Secretary shall be the custodian 

of and maintain the Corporate Books and 

records, all of which shall be open to in-

spection, at reasonable times, by any Di-

rector.  

D. Treasurer - The Treasurer shall have 

custody and keep account of all money, 

funds and property of the corporation and 

shall receive all monies paid into the cor-

poration and keep an accurate record of 

the members and their financial standing 

in the corporation. The Treasurer shall 

deposit all funds of the corporation in 

such bank or banks as the Board of Direc-

tors may designate in the name of the 

corporation and shall disburse all funds 

by check. The Treasurer shall report the 

financial status of the corporation at each 

meeting of the Board of Directors and of 

the membership and shall exhibit his 

books and accounts, at all reasonable 

times to a Director and prepare a written 

statement of all receipts and disburse-

ments for the membership at the Annual 

Meeting.  

Individuals interested specifically in vol-

unteering for the Secretary/Treasurer of-

fice should contact Mattens at 269-344-

5224 or Rmattens@aol.com. 

Save the Date 
February 13-14, 2010 MI DNR Free Fishing 

weekend. 

June 12-13, 2010 MI DNR Free Fishing 

weekend. 

June 19:  Boater safety course 

July 10, 2010 Annual Meeting and Picnic  

Check the website for more information. 

mailto:Rmattens@aol.com


instantly felt right at home.  They had the 

opportunity to go water skiing, sing at a 

campfire and make s’mores.  In August, 

they held the first ever “Alumni Camp” 

giving the adult alumni the chance to re-

turn to camp with their friends and relive 

their days as campers. 

The camps are known in the industry to 

be among the finest in the country and 

 have been featured in USA Today, Wall 

Street Journal, Crain’s Chicago Business, 

Family Life Magazine, National Public 

Radio and numerous other publications 

and media outlets. 

According to Emily Ferdman, Operations 

Director of Lake of the Woods and 

Greenwoods camps, “We are extremely 

grateful to the people of Decatur and the 

Lake Improvement Association for main-

taining such a clean and pristine lake that 

is integral to our program and for wel-

coming us into your community.” 

For over 75 years, the camps have been 

dedicated to providing lasting memories 

and life skills for each and every one of 

their campers.   If you would like to 

schedule a time to tour the camp and see 

them in action this summer,  call the 

camp office at 269-423-3091.  More in-

formation can be found on their website  

www.Lwcgwc.com    

 

A special feature of the 2010 issues of 

The Lake Currents Newsletter will in-

clude articles featuring “Friends of the 

Lake”   

The first in a three part series is The Lake 

of the Woods and Greenwoods Camps. 

Lake of the Woods and Greenwoods 

camps have enjoyed a long history on 

Lake of the Woods.  Established in 1935 

by Florence and Louis Greenberg, the 

camps have been in the hands of only two 

other director families since.  The Seeger 

Family owned and operated the camps 

from 1956-1997 and since then they have 

been directed by Dayna Hardin, a former 

camper and counselor at Lake of the 

Woods Camp who has spent the past 26 

summers in Decatur. 

The camps provides an environment for 

children to grow, make life-long friend-

ships, experience new activities and de-

velop a greater sense of self-confidence. 

Each season the camps see almost 1300 

campers ages 7-15 attend the camps from 

across the country and around the world.  

Campers may attend a 2, 4 or 8 week ses-

sion.  Each camper creates his or her own 

program based on interests.  With ap-

proximately 80 acres and over 40 land 

and water activities to choose from, 

campers have many options including 

horseback riding, golf, tennis, archery, 

climbing, ceramics, and much more.  

 Because of the extensive lakefront water 

activities extremely popular with the 

campers.  It is here that campers learn and 

excel in water skiing, swimming, canoe-

ing, windsurfing and sailing.   

Each summer about 230 staff come to 

Decatur to make an impact on today’s 

youth.  The staff is from approximately 

20 different states and come from across 

the world from such places as Australia, 

England, New Zealand and South Africa 

to name a few.   

Owner/Director Dayna Hardin (2nd from left) with 

the other year-round directors at Alumni Day. 

 

This past summer the camp celebrated it’s 

75th anniversary. Two separate events to 

celebrate this milestone were held.  In the 

middle of July, over 100 alumni attended 

a “day at camp”.  Some alumni had not 

been back to Decatur in fifty years, but 

 Friends of the Lake :  Lake of the Woods and Greenwoods Camps 
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Find the following 

words below in the 

puzzle: 

 

 BASS 

 BOAT 

 CRUISERS 

 FISHING 

 JET SKI 

 KAYAK 

 LAKE OF THE 

WOODS 

 

 MOTOR 

 PONTOON 

 SAILBOATS 

 SAILING 

 SKIERS 

 SUMMER 

 SUNSET 

 SWIMMING 

 TUBING 

 WATER 

M B Z N V E M Y K S M S R F 

J O C R O Y A T K U U D E I 

G S T N P P X A A M K O J S 

N O A O Q O Y C B M C O E H 

I C G I R A M O E E B W T I 

B M S N K E A S W R U E S N 

U A S T I S U N S E T H K G 

T K A Q D M G N M H A T I D 

B T B S N O M N A F D F R Y 

S K I E R S E I I D L O U Y 

R E T A W T Q Y W L N E N B 

N C R U I S E R S S I K K O 

S I O Z S T A O B L I A S A 

N O O T N O P P T M M L S T 

http://www.lwcgwc.com/


Would you like to win a Lake of the Woods 

T-shirt?   

As you are aware it is the 30th Anniversary 

of the Lake Association,  can you name the 

one board member that has been on the As-

sociation Board from it’s inception?     

All entries must be submitted by either 

email to: craig@themoreys.net (subject title 

LOW Contest) or mail submissions to LOW 

Improvement Association, P.O. Box 188, 

Decatur, MI 49045. 

All correct entries will be entered into a 

drawing and one lucky winner will be se-

lected to receive a Lake of the Woods T-

shirt. 

All entries must be received by March 1, 

2010.  

Good Luck and look for the winner’s name 

to be published in the May newsletter.  

January is membership renewal month for 

our volunteer organization.  We need your 

on-going help to keep improving our lake 

life for the next thirty years. 

Without your continued financial support 

the Board of Directors couldn’t sustain our 

membership in the Michigan Lake and 

Stream Associations, sponsor annual boater 

safety classes for lake and community resi-

dents, advocate for improved water quality, 

law enforcement, safety buoys and weed 

control, nor promote recreational activities 

like the July 4 boat parade or fireworks dis-

play. 

The suggested dues for 2010 are again $10, 

payable to the Lake of the Woods Improve-

ment Association.  Please review the mem-

bership information we have on file for you 

on the renewal form printed below.  Make 

any necessary corrections and send the 

form, along with the personalized informa-

tion and your payment to the address noted.  

For your convenience a self address enve-

lope has been included with this newsletter.   

This January edition of Lake Currents is our 

official membership renewal mailing. 

Thanks for your commitment to preserving 

our cherished natural resource! 
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(Tear Here) 

2010 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

Lake of the Woods Improvement Association, Inc.  
P.O. Box 188 Decatur, MI 49045-0188 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please return this entire form with your membership renewal.   

Below is the information we currently have on file for you.  If it is incorrect, please note any changes.  Thank you for your continued sup-

port of YOUR lake association! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The suggested dues amount is again $10.00 for this year 

 

 

Contest Corner Answer:  _____________________________________________________________     

 

It’s Time To Renew Your Annual Membership           Contest Corner 

Did you know? 

The original amount for membership dues 

was $25.00 and the Association had over 

100 members in it’s first full year.     
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Remember When... 

The Weed Cutter  

Past Lake of the Woods  

T-Shirts 

Bass Fishing Contest  

Winner 2001 

Swim-a-thon 2003 

Bass Fishing Contest 

Winner 2002 

Lake of the Woods Sponsored Boater Safety Course.   

Have you taken the course yet?  It’s never to late... 

Lake of the Woods 2001 Picnic: Egg Toss  

(With Eggs That Wouldn’t Break)   



President: Wayne Potter 

46412 86th Ave 

Decatur, MI 49045 

269-423-4801 

marshway10@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President: Roy Pearson 

455 Austin Blvd 

Decatur, MI 49045 

269-978-4690 

roy4619@comcast.net 

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Roger Mattens 

46292 86th Ave 

Decatur, MI 49045 

269-344-5224 

RMattens@aol.com 

2010-2011 Contact Information 

 

Craig and Kitty Morey 

Newsletter Editors/Webmasters 

P.O. Box 188 

Decatur, MI 49045-0188 

Lake of the Woods 

Improvement Association 

www.lakeofthewoodsmi.org 

Andy Broekhuizen 

82495 47th Street 

Decatur, MI 49045 

269-423-7698 

ahbroek@yahoo.com 

 

Sandra Eich 

46253 Lakeview  Dr 

Decatur, MI 49045 

269-423-7103 

sandyatthelake@comcast.com 

 

Bill Kiss 

83686 Fritz Drive 

Decatur, MI 49045 

269-423-6592 

wrkengineering@aol.com 

Craig Morey 

45284 Shore Drive 

Decatur, MI 49045 

847-223-6516 

craig@themoreys.net 

 

Larry Ralston 

46948 West Drive 

Decatur, MI 49045 

269-423-8810 

spdsk8@btc-bci.com 

 

Chris Schaap 

46641 Lakeview Drive 

Decatur, MI 49045 

269-436-1270 

Chris@BlueSkyHomeSales.com 

Servicing Lake of the Woods residents 

since 1980! 


